Cerebral vasospasm.
Cerebral vasospasm is an important component of pathological entities such as migraine, subarachnoid hemorrhage (SAH), head trauma, post cerebral ischemia and/or hypoxia. The mechanisms underlying cerebral vasospasm in these diseases are not completely understood. Neurochemical and morphological factors involved in the cerebral circulation control are reviewed in this article. The circulatory changes observed after subarachnoid hemorrhage are taken as a model. It is concluded that multiple biochemical, physiological and morphological factors are involved in the cerebral vascular responses after SAH. Possible treatment alternatives for cerebral vasospasm based on its etiology are discussed.